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Land Acknowledgement
Tkaronto (Toronto)

“The Dish with One Spoon is a treaty between the Anishinaabe, 
Mississaugas and Haudenosaunee that bound them to share the 
territory and protect the land. Subsequent Indigenous Nations and 
peoples, Europeans and all newcomers have been invited into this 
treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship and respect. We all eat out of 
the Dish, all of us that share this territory, with only one spoon. That 
means we have to share the responsibility of ensuring the dish is 
never empty,  which includes taking care of the land  and the 
creatures we share it with. Importantly, there are no knives at the 
table, representing that we must keep the peace.”

- Aboriginal Education Council at Ryerson University
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Expression:
Style, Aesthetic,

In Conversation with 
Social 

Visibility/Status
(Feminine,
Masculine,

Androgynous...etc.) 
 

Sex Assigned at 
Birth:

Binary Male vs 
Female

(erasure of Intersex 
identities and 

medically 
marginalizing 

normality)

Dissecting/Understanding 
Gender Identity, Gender Expression, 

and Sex Assigned at Birth

Identity:
Spectrum of
Embodiment
(Cisgender, 

Trans Binary, 
Trans Non Binary,

2-Spirit, 
Genderqueer

Agender...etc.)
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“
“Two-Spirit is also useful because it recenters discussion 
onto gendered constructions, both from within and outside 
Native traditions... [as] queer too often refers to sexualized 
practices and identities. Two-Spirit, on the other hand, 
places gendered identities and experiences at the center of 
discussion”...
- “Doubleweaving Two-Spirit Critiques: 
Building Alliances between Native and Queer Studies”
by Qwo-Li Driskill (Cherokee) 2010
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Colonial
Constructions

Of White 
Supremacy and 

Patriarchal 
Hierarchies

...

Interpersonal 
Ideologies of
Difference &
Defence of 

Insecurities/
Uncertainties 

...

Understanding Marginalization & 
The Poetics/Politics of Violence

Socio-Political
Traditions/

Normalities of
Prejudice/

Discrimination
...
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Marginalization/Violence on Campus
Students experiencing intersections of Sexism, Racism, 
Xenophobia, Queer/Transphobia, Classism, Ableism... 

- What are our duties/responsibilities as 
educators/peers/allies/mentors ?

“Are We in School to Know or to Grow ?”
- What does/will it take for us to (re/un)learn ?
- How do we (re)grow/build communities within 

systematic educations and institutions ?
- How can we make space for difference ?
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Unpacking Privilege:
Understanding Allyhood

13

1. The Interpersonal:
Confronting Silence/Denial/Ignorance
& Comfort/Complicity
2. The Social:
Combating Performative/Passive 
Allyhood & Awareness
Amplifying Marginalized Voices/Needs
3. The Political:
Continuing Active 
Support & Solidarity



Support...
Instead of asking:
“What can I do ?”
Ask:
“What do you need ?”
AND LISTEN
Listen not to 
respond but to act → 

What is Support & Solidarity ?

Solidarity...
Listen, (Re/Un)learn & then 
Action:
→ Intercommunal 
Confrontations
→ Personal Reflections
→ Social (de)Constructions
→ Political Demonstrations
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Combating 
“Trans-Exclusionary
Radical Feminism” &
Reorganizing Gender Justice

- On author J.K. Rowling’s TERF 
Gatekeeping of Gender

- Black/Native Feminist Studies & 
Critique as foundation in 
reimagining Gender Relations…

- “No Pride for some of us 
without Liberation for all of us”

Marsha P. Johnson (1945 - 1992)
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“
Queerness is that

"thing that lets us feel that
this world is not enough, that indeed 

something is missing..."
- Jose Muñoz
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Remembering Humanity:
Mental Health

Remembering Humanity:
“Rest is not the enemy of change,
It is part of its fuel…”

- Rest For Resistance
- Resistance For Resilience
- Resilience For Change

Practicing Self- & Community Care
Relearning Empathy... 
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“
Queerness is "a utopic futurity

that we both sense and create... 
to craft a more humane and

just world." - Robert Diaz
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Softer Care, Always... 
Community Resources/Actions:
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“A Trans Woman/Femme in Academia” 
by Leon Tsai for The Underground UTSC

Follow on Instagram:
@decolonizemyself @raquel_willis
@vrye @prentis.h @torontoprisonersrightsproject
@seedingsovereignty @rania.writes
@riseindigenous @theconsciouskid
@risingtidetor @subversive.thread
@umbrellamentalhealth @qtpocmentalhealth
@raven_trust @harmreductioncoalition
@frontlinemedics @blackowned.to
@defund.ca @mutualaid.to


